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A ,  General Statement: 
1. Ben~field, cons t ruc ted  in 1810, comprises one oE the  p r i n c i p l e  

manor houses and plantation groups not o d y  in Brunswick County, but i n  a l l  
of Southside Virginia. The number, general  l oca t ion  and arrangement of the 
bu i ld ings  and gardens makes Ben t f i e ld  a s i g n i f i c a n t  example of f e d e r a l  
p l a n t a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the early nineteenth century. The interior wood 
panel ing is elegantly r e f ined .  

2 .  Condition o f  f ab r i c :  Good, and i n  the process of r e s t o r a t i o n .  

Description of t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
1. The main body of the house is a l a r g e ,  single p i l e  seven bay 

brick s t m c t u r e ,  two-and-one-half s t o r i e s  high. A wooden kitchen w i ~ g  was 
a t t ached  t o  t h e  facade 's  c e n t r a l  t h r e e  bays probably i n  the  mid-nineteenth 
century .  Tne r e a r  of the structure, facing away from t h e  Meherrin River, 
became t h e  p r i n c i p l e  facade.  

2. Foundations: br ick .  
3.  Wall cons t ruc t ion ,  f i n i s h  and color: Except iona l ly  f i n e  

Flemish bond brickwork wi th  molded brick water t a b l e .  Pu t log  ho l e s  are" , 

found on b o t h  sides of each window and two are found on each s i d e  of  t h e  
chimney stacks, with one i n  the c e n t e r  of each stack.  

4 .  St ruc tu r a l  system, framing: Brick i n t e r i o r  a n d  e x t e r i o r  
bearing w a l l s .  I n t e r i o r  wood framing. 

5 .  Chimneys: There are  t w o ,  h i g h  e x t e r i o r  chimney s t a c k s ,  one 
on t h e  east  wall and one oil the wes t  w a l l .  Each s t a c k  sp l ays  inward a t  

. t h e  co rn i ce  l i n e .  
6. Openings: 

a .  borways  and doors: There are tvro en t rances  t o  t h e  main 
s t r u c t u r e ,  bo th  through t h e  c e n t e r  bays of the no r th  and sou th  Zacades. Eac 
consists of a double r a i s e d  t h ~ e e  paneled door with banded wooden surrounds.  
The flat a r c h i v o l t s  a r e  of rubbed br i cks .  

b. Windows and shutters: A l l  of t h e  windows are wooden doubl 
hung nine-over-nine sa sh  w i t h  f l a t r u b b e d  bxlck arches. Many of the or ig in :  
shut ters  remain with double paneled movable ven t s ,  

7 .  Roof: A gable  roof covered w i t h  t i n ,  with a pla in  box cornice 

C . Descr ip t ion  of I n t e r i o r  : 
1. Floor  plzns:  

a. Firs t  floor; The entrance from the south s i d e  of  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  opens into a l a r g e  r ec t angu la r  h a l l  with a ~ a r t i a l l y  enclosed 
stair i n  t h e  northwest corner  of the room. To the east  of t h e  hall is a 
large parlor with f i r e p l a c e .  To the  w e s t  of t he  h a l l  is a smallex d in ing  
room w i t h  f i r e p l a c e ,  

b. Second floor: The stair l eads  t o  the  second f l o o r  f r o n t  
hall. To the w e s t  of t he  s t a i r  is a l a rge  bedroom with f i r e p l a c e  and two 
storage areas at the  rear  of t he  house. %TO bedrooms lie to t he  north of 
t h e  second f l o o r  front h a l l ,  ~ ~ ~ h i l e  the m a s t e r  bedroom with Eireplace  i s  
found a t  t h e  end of t h e  h a l l  i n  t he  extreme e a s t e r n  end of  t he  s t r u c t u r e .  

2.  Stairway:  The mahogany stair is loca t ed  i n  a h igh  stair-hall / 
which mns perpendicular  t o  the  sou th  facade of the s t r u c t u r e .  The s t a i r  
rises t o  a landing a t  t he  sou theas t  corner  of t he  room and then  cont inues  

rise t o  t h e  second l eve l  a f t e r  the  Lznding. A simple wooden molcled ------ ..-- .- .- A 
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D. Site: 
1. General s e t t i n g  and o r i e n t a t i o n :  The main house and t h e  remaining 

outbuildings are o r i e n t e d  toward the south and the bend in the  Nehexrin River.  
The approximately 40 a c r e s  overlooking the lowlands of the  river form but a 
small p a r t  of t h e  original e s t a t e .  There a r e  remains of a l a r g e  formal garden 
to t he  n o r t h  o f  t h e  house w i t h  a f i n e  s tand  of English boxwood n e a r  the n o r t h  
entrance. Another garden and an extremely large box i s  located s e v e r a l  hundred 
f e e t  to the s o u t h  of  t h e  s t ruc ture  and a cemetery lies to the west of the house. 
Two remaining wooden ou tbu i ld ings  l i e  t o  t h e  east of the mansion while a f i ne  
eighteenth cen tu ry  style wooden d a i r y  stands but a few yards from the house in 
t h e  same d i r e c t i o n .  

Brunswick 
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7 .  
h a n d r a i l ,  s c r o l l e d  a t  t h e  f i rs t  f l o o r  runs broken only at the f irs t  f l o o r  l a n d  
by a round newel post. The balusters are simple wooden square members. An 
e l a b o r a t e  open stringer runs the length of the exposed s t a i r ,  

, 3 .  F l o o r i n g :  The f l o o r s  throughout t h e  main house are h e a r t  p ine  
and are i n  e x c e l l e n t  condi t ion .  

4 .  Wall and c e i l i n g  finish: The w a l l s  a r e  a l l  p l a s t e r e d  with 
wainscoting throughout- t h e  house. The baseboards a r e  distinctively marbleize 

5. Doorways and doors: A l l  doors are'cross and b i b l e '  paneled and 
those on the  f i r s t  floor have distinctive Adamesque p i l a s t e r e d  and modillioned 

, a r c h i t r a v e s .  
6. Windows: The windows are  t rea ted i n  a s i m i l a r  fashion t o  t he  

doonvays with paneled reveals and c a r v e d  p i l a s t e r s  and a r c h i t r a v e s .  

E N T R Y  N U M B E R  D A T E  

1. 
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, Ben t f i e ld  w a s  t he  home of the Joneses and t he  Flournoys, two proninent  
Souths ide  V i r g i n i a  f ami l i e s  , The p l a n t a t i o n ' s  impressive b r i c k  mansion 
i l l u s t r a t e s  how the Federal style was adapted f o r  t h e  reg ion  by t h e  l o c a l  
master masons and ca rpen te r s .  ~andsomely  proportioned , the house e x h i b i t s  
excep t iona l ly  f i n e  craf tsmanship i n  its masonry and i n t e r i o r  modwork. 
Its complex of ou tbu i ld ings  is  a ra re  survival and he lps  complete the  
p i c t u r e  of an e a r l y  nineteen~h century Virginia plantation. 

A 2726 patent: t o  Matthew Jones of  I s l e  of Wight County was issued f o r  
200 a c r e s  on t h e  s o u ~ h  s i d e  of the  Meherrin River, south o f  ~ e t t a i l  Creek 
i n  Brunswick County. This possibly could have been i n  t h e  same area where 
Bentfield s t ands  today. 

The first known and most  f mous ovner of t he  Bentf ield proper ty  was 
John Jones,  o f t e n  re fe r red  t o  as "Hellcat" Jones,  H e  may have been a 
descendent of Matthew Jones who i n  1726  patented 200 acres on the 
"souths ide  of the Meherrin River ,  south of  Cat taiL Creek," i n  t h e  vicinity 
of  the  p re sen t  house. John Jones w a s  a Colonel dur ing  t h e  Revolution, and 
a letter he wrote congratulating Governor Nelson i n  1781 on t h e  g l o r i o u s  
v i c t o r y  a t  Yorktocm i s  preserved in the o f f i c i a l  Virginia Sta te  Papers. 
John Jones served i n  the Virginia Senate,  r ep re sen t ing  the a r e a  inc luding  
Brunswick County f r o m  1776 u n t i l  1789, and s igned  a p e t i t i o n  urging t h e  
new government of Virginia t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  the Anglican Church in the s t a t e  
John Jonest son, John Jones, Jr., was born  i n  1764 ,  and married Lucy n i n n s  
Cargi.11 in 1787. Lt was f o r  t h i s  son t h a t  "Hellcat" Jones b u i l t  the 
p r e s e n t  house on the  p l a n t a t i o n  he c a l l e d  "Melrose", wSich was t h e  f i r s t  
name of what later was known as "Bent f ie ld ."  
. Information on the Jones f a m i l y  i n  the  n ine t een th  century i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
scant, b u t  Melrose remained i n  the possession of t he  Joneses u n t i l  1854 
when Charles G. Jones,  poss ib ly  a son of John Jones, Jr., _sold the proper t  
and house r e f e r r e d  to  as t h e  "pLantation whereon ILJones-/now dwell1' t o  
George C. Rives. In this deed Jones mentions that he  had i n h e r i t e d  the 
proper ty  from his f a t h e r , a n d  a r e g i s t e r y  of s tuden t s  a t  t h e  College oE 
W i l l i a m  ahd Mary shows a John N. Jones of Brunswick County r e g i s t e r e d  t h e r  
i n  1-835-36 whose guardian w a s  a Mrs. Mary Jones. This might: i n d i c a t e  
that John Jones,  Jr., was deceased by that time: 

I n  1859, George C ,  Rives,  a wealthy landowner who l i ved  a t  Shemood, 
Albemarle County, who never a c t u a l l y  r e s i d e d  a t  Melrose, so ld  t h i s  proper t  
of 720 acres f o r  $8,000 t o  Thomas Flournoy. 

The proper ty  with i t s  name changed from "Pielrose" t o  "Bentfield" remain 
in  the Flournoy family f o r  114 years. The Flournoy family da te s  back t o  

I Jean Jacques  Flournoy, a French HugenoL who came t o  Virginia between 1717 1 
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a c d  1720. Thomas Flournoy, who purchesed B e n t f i e l d ,  w a s  originally from i 

Prince Edward County. A horse lover and an ardeirt Presbyterian, he h e l p e d  I e s t ab l i sh  t h e  Union Presbyterian Church (since d e s t r o y e d )  in whose churchyar  
many of the Flournoy family a re  buried.  The last residents of the Flournoy 
family to res ide  at Bentfield were zwo of Thomas Flournoy ' s granddaughters, 
boph of whom w e r e  deceased by 1947. 

S.P. & J .L.F,  
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